A COMEDY IN CHAPTERS
child?' said Ethelberta, drawing her sister gently to her side.
' Father says that for an hour and a half the guests are quite fixed In the dining-room, and as unlikely to move as if they were trees planted round the table. Do let me go and see you, Berta,' Picotee added coaxingly. * I would give anything to see how you look in the midst of elegant people talking and laughing, and you my own sister all the time, and me looking on like puss-in-the-corner.'
Ethelberta could hardly resist the entreaty, in spite of her recent resolution.
(We will leave that to be considered when I come home to-night/ she said. ' I must hear what father says/
After dark the same evening a woman, dressed in plain black and wearing a hood, went to the servants' entrance of Mr. Doncastle's house, and inquired for Mr. Chickerel. Ethelberta found him in a room by himself, and on entering she closed the door behind her, and unwrapped her face.
' Can you sit with me a few minutes, father ?' she said.
'Yes, for a quarter of an hour or so,' said the butler. ' Has anything happened ? I thought it might be Picotee.'
' No. All's well yet. But I thought it best to see you upon one or two matters which are harassing me a little just now. The first is, that stupid boy Joey has got entangled in some way with the lady's-maid at this house; a ridiculous affair it must be by all account, but it is too serious for me to treat lightly. She will worm everything out of him, and a pretty business it will be then.'
f God bless my soul! why, the woman is old enough to be his mother! I have never heard a sound of it till now. What do you propose to do ?'
' I have hardly thought: I cannot tell at all. But we will consider that after I have done. The next
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